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to assist us in any contest with Tippoo, what assistance could APPENDIX
Tve expect from the Nizam, the main body of whose army would ^_B; .
be officered by Frenchmen or by the agents of France, and the
correspondents of Tippoo himself?* In such a situation it would
be difficult to determine whether our danger would be greater
from an entire desertion of our cause by the Court of Hyderabad,
or from our acceptance of the only species of support which its
military force could offer us in the field. But I confess I carry
my opinion upon this subject still farther* I have no doubt that
the natural effect of the unchecked and rapid growth of such a
party at the court of one of our principal allies must be in a
very short period to detach that court entirely from our interests,
and finally to fix it in those of our enemies, to subject its councils
to their control, and its military establishment to their direction.
However despicable the corps of Eaymond may be now in point
of discipline or effect in the field, would it be wise to leave a
large body of men in readiness to receive whatever improve-
ments the ability, assiduity, and zeal of French officers, sent from
Europe for that express purpose, might introduce into the con-
stitution of a corps so prepared by correspondent principles and
objects to meet the most sanguine expectations of their new
leaders ? Under these circumstances, the corps, which perhaps
now has little more efficiency than that of a political party,
might soon become in the hands of our enemy as efficient a
military force as it is now in that view wholly useless either to
the Nizam or to us.

I desire to add one more consideration; must not the conti-
nuance of such a corps in the service of our ally tend to raise the,
hopes of Tippoo, and in the same proportion to disparage us in
the eyes of all the native princes of India ? That it has tended
to encourage Tippoo, I have no doubt, and his correspondence
with the leaders of the corps will sufficiently show in what light
he views them. Perhaps I have dwelt too long on this part of
the subject, where the proof of the weak policy of suffering such

* The correspondence of M. Bay- the palace of Seringapatam, among
mond "with Tippoo was subsequently the other papers, after the death of
proved by means of a letter found in Tippoo.